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At-grade crossing of a rail line with a port access route delays truck traffic
serving the port.

grade. Trains occasionally tie up traffic, but the tie-ups have not
caused undue concern. Similar problems occur in Oakland, Rich-
mond (California), Memphis, Chicago, Toledo, and Wilmington
(Delaware). Longer trains and greater throughput in the future, how-
ever, could increase traffic conflicts. Rail-highway grade crossing
problems were cited in New Orleans and Los Angeles, but these cases
appear to be due to relations between the ports and neighborhoods.
In New Orleans, for example, there are a number of grade crossings
on a Norfolk Southern line through a residential area. These grade
crossings are said to be a factor in the neighborhood's resistance to
the double-tracking of the line. The neighborhood, however, also
opposes the construction of grade separation facilities. Similarly, the
Port of Boston has deferred improving a spur rail line because of
neighborhood opposition.

Double-Stack Access

It has become increasingly important for container ports to have
service by double-stack trains (Chilcote 1988). The newest, most